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Housing & Real Estate

Affordable housing bond funding helps seniors 'age in place' through home
repair program

When Austin voters approved a $250 million affordable housing bond in 2018, they signed off on using part of that funding to expand a
home repair program for low-income residents. Many beneficiaries are seniors.

When Austin voters approved a $250 million affordable housing bond in 2018, they signed off on using part of that funding to expand a home
repair program for low-income residents. Many beneficiaries are seniors.
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 Email

When Austin voters approved a historic $250 million affordable housing bond in 2018, they signed off on a $28 million investment in home
repairs for low-income residents.

Many of these residents are seniors who purchased their homes and paid off their mortgages many years ago, said Charles Cloutman, vice
president for home repair at Meals on Wheels Central Texas, one of a handful of local nonprofits that provide home repair services in the city
of Austin.

“The idea of a low-income homeowner, those two words don’t get together in Austin,” Cloutman said.

Meals on Wheels Central Texas is a nonprofit that provides daily meals to low-income seniors and people with disabilities. For 10 years, it has
also offered a home repair program that serves around 200 seniors annually across 14 counties in Central Austin.

“It’s the same problem no matter where you go—the poor just getting poorer,” Cloutman said. “In Travis County, it’s worse. The taxes just
keep getting higher.”

Many seniors’ homes are in serious disrepair and have been neglected for years because their owners cannot afford to fix them up, Cloutman
said.
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Because of the 2018 bond funding, however, Cloutman said Meals on Wheels was able to negotiate with the city of Austin this year to
increase its maximum home repair funding grant from $15,000 to $20,000, which is closer to the average amount the local nonprofit spends
per home.

Typical repairs include replacing a roof or retrofitting a home to be accessible for wheelchair use. Because they are repairs, rather than
renovations, they do not drive up the property value, further burdening the homeowner.

“We’re making their house no longer their enemy, but their friend,” Cloutman said.

Helping seniors age in place is core to Meal on Wheels’ mission as well as to the city’s age-friendly plan.

“We do this obviously for the person’s sake but also for the ripple effects,” Cloutman said. “That [home] repair actually stabilizes the
neighborhood.”

When seniors are able to stay in their homes, they maintain their social networks, whether through their church community, neighbors or a
familiar grocery store. It also helps delay gentrification when senior residents—often the only low-income homeowners in a given area—are
able to stay put.

Meals on Wheels is one of a handful of nonprofits offering home repair services to low-income residents in Austin, but Cloutman said the
need far exceeds the resources available.

The Austin-Round Rock metro is home to the country’s second-fastest growing population of adults age 65 and older, as well as the fastest-
growing population of adults between 55 and 64 years old, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

“There’s no silver bullet,” Cloutman said. “But we have to reach out and help these people.”
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After 7 years, City Council gives initial approval to comprehensive rewrite of
Austin’s land use rules, eyes March final approval
City Council approved the proposal with a 7-4 vote.

City of Austin will implement a $0.15 regulatory fee on shared mobility rides
The city of Austin will begin charging a $0.15 per trip regulatory fee on shared mobility vehicles, which
include electric bikes and scooters, Austin Transportation Director Robert Spillar wrote in a Dec. 10
memo to City Council.

City of Austin reveals wishbone design for new bridge over Longhorn Dam
The city of Austin debuted a design proposal for a new bridge over the Longhorn Dam connecting the
Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail at a Dec. 10 open house.
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Travis County begins contract negotiations for women’s jail facility as overall
jail population continues to decline
The county has planned to build a new, separate women’s facility for years, despite some pushback
from local activists.

Travis County commissioners approve language access recommendations
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Zoning concern prevents Austin from moving forward with second
conversion of hotel to homeless shelter
Officials have already indicated they are eyeing other hotels and motels for purchase and conversion
into homeless shelters.

W Austin and ACL Live development will sell for $275 million
The transaction is expected to close in 2020.

As pollen counts rise in Central Texas, learn about cedar fever and allergy
prevention
As temperatures cool heading into the winter season in Central Texas, pollen counts from Ashe juniper
trees begin to climb, causing seasonal allergies referred to locally by residents as “cedar fever.”
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Austin primary election 2020: Here are the candidates for local office on the
ballot
The filing deadline for candidates to appear on the March 3 primary election passed at 6 p.m. on Dec.
9. The last day to register to vote is Feb. 3, and early voting will begin on Feb. 18.

Delia Garza files for Travis County attorney race, will finish term as Austin
Mayor Pro Tem
Austin Mayor Pro Tem Delia Garza filed her candidacy paperwork Dec. 9 to run for Travis County
attorney as a Democrat.
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Hundreds of Austinites show up to City Hall to tell City Council how they feel
about proposed overhaul of city’s land use rules
Most of those who weighed in hailed from Central and West Austin.

Record-setting appraisal protests cause delays for local taxing entities
The high volume of protests in Travis County not only delayed the appraisal district’s operations but
also affected area taxing entities, which depend on receiving the certified tax roll to set their budgets.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsspcrwGs17-e731Tb8i_zAgVn8mnZOWQd-pP2mmk24f_URNTqQW618H9l7yA8knMZiL7oJnguIO738PVjbDhZslOgpfNlFPR-HK-JI6cQabApkUIBwDV0ouUk9txxhDnozxl45xGSQfciT-s5TGKnGs5aLbwpv47IM8qUtRSRnhwNV8ZwUsY4D1PLieS7y9mSiSRBg0cUPH5uZVbtnMpMIGWgm6lc2X0kGiXnEohgs006O1IN-hxF1L-CM7P0SMeEBHNQ&sai=AMfl-YSB3Q4S40x9pE74M5ovsk3kwSl9Jxk2H3Wvf5fgDG2RVXA1vTcpcM1oBrMxGfTXM3LEnRClRsQQQ0Xpk9PeL0i48Dmw6eYvrrG3gt7UO5Uu_FDe3Q9CVM7jRhzxWeozAoxB&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBzaIUDuKjGo&adurl=https://www.safeaustin.org
https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/development/2019/12/08/hundreds-of-austinites-show-up-to-city-hall-to-tell-city-council-how-they-feel-about-proposed-overhaul-of-citys-land-use-rules/
https://communityimpact.com/austin/lake-travis-westlake/2019/12/11/record-setting-appraisal-protests-cause-delays-for-local-taxing-entities/


12/12/2019 Affordable housing bond funding helps seniors 'age in place' through home repair program | Community Impact Newspaper

https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/housing-real-estate/2019/12/10/affordable-housing-bond-funding-helps-seniors-039age-in-place039-through-home-repair-program/ 11/16

E-Newsletter

GET MORE LOCAL NEWS MORE OFTEN
Subscribe

Popular

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvBjKOuNDD1cJT6veWZswEjQfs8hDZ-MsMFVOEYwrtwAQwlmPJBi5VGFVmKxCWhUDlvQA0nD83y4bxZHbD1zzomH2TTrdTlUsQsMrlRq01PxfelByvDJTM_ZKvrhb4vxTumgUieP9Rn71ID5LYxDF5gxXh6YlQeTiph5bx7mmTlaMPcul1D3dghzu-gdfIwEU3B6vwMQqazE-i-rKrfmlNge1YQZ0X-V9TySB3kzu6WK3XYAw3Dvh4KliSK_u1uJ0RKYw&sai=AMfl-YT0UtasgAAMxJtqUKKmgRsprX7NNOaalzbFp-G9An7nT3GAPFIb1KUAcWIW6waFMHJgo051gdF5Pvw1JltpzOw_24GJ6JSc3R5_miFnG0qllGivzM1X7iIh4PA-7b87cvlA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLYEGqcwapFo&adurl=https://tickets.zachtheatre.org/subscription/packageDetail.aspx%3Fpkg%3D630%26flex%3DN%26nfs%3DN
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuBTGlJsF9b09zIujMRETvwW_jVCUnWzT8B5EcCJDgKi6AJmyYL4YW4KXhOg9gwiPYU67uknTEEcX2Q5Z5hQ1mq4-U1Wc1me1ZbGS4mSFXvJld0Ld9z6GbkKppDObMRs_zCnDOekOTL4wTGIw3S-6gyb2mhKsS3GAIitcHX315EhgdivTEZks5f-sD961QN0vSUai1yJWaqeHcDldBzE_rlkkdQBfIhccxzbioRxENVCnM2rqLgpkznitF-9t1lh_qPN8OtQQ&sai=AMfl-YSBJZMHu8KXqNMfCo1E_qVUD3r8b1-0IQqDOdUvQExhFvUx9FX9f8RkSa_k2D1WMuwAeZtEHGHbPzvnIr-szUJxGc112poiypHGkCsL_ZNFmkbfVLFfMvpTFWdFQgsJU1Wc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBpZ7S3xHYQG&adurl=http://www.mma-tx.org/info/college-prep-school.html%3Fsource%3DComImpact
https://communityimpact.com/corporate-newsletter/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvWWhcsnjNpWu3n3Z9sJ8qS0zorZ7_espemby9y4Ck19vpAip31hCTg6ladzlHivL5VMSpS5mUycC4RW6Ii8SxjR4MJxzjIQ9vVQUFG93TfVY2E-OWzaQR3oFR5BKUvNhtZm2Cw5XdoRG5UCgeGREOHUb6Ubz16semX9lVyvm6ORWWtetDqs8a4bTx35K_ooVCr-Hjin1SpFAtGxkw23M4GcZxdPAYQSAR5jbXf99ddUDnCnhbRF96kYKYUMhBSMvGrIXGsig&sai=AMfl-YRlHfqu6BbgNuPHxtdGRZXGMqF7n2JlrLmHP0j96o8XMGQppRsXiXzAx7b74shHBQbV2ahGVnB2Evp2kXxPQw3n61S01ecNvAgNHFQNI0F7J5C2g-kxjD6HuAgE4feXdzz6&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLI4FIwdI5mF&adurl=http://www.austintexas.gov/department/water
https://communityimpact.com/austin/northwest-austin/health-care/2019/10/30/central-health-sendero-expand-health-insurance-program-during-open-enrollment


12/12/2019 Affordable housing bond funding helps seniors 'age in place' through home repair program | Community Impact Newspaper

https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/housing-real-estate/2019/12/10/affordable-housing-bond-funding-helps-seniors-039age-in-place039-through-home-repair-program/ 12/16

Central Health, Sendero expand health insurance program during open enrollment

These Austin-area breweries are celebrating Small Business Saturday

New 'respectful neighbor policy' aims to address concerns around new homeless shelters in Austin

https://communityimpact.com/austin/northwest-austin/health-care/2019/10/30/central-health-sendero-expand-health-insurance-program-during-open-enrollment
https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/event-calendar/2019/11/29/these-austin-area-breweries-are-celebrating-small-business-saturday
https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/government/2019/11/27/new-respectful-neighbor-policy-aims-to-address-concerns-around-new-homeless-shelters-in-austin
https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/development/2019/11/20/now-in-city-councils-hands-land-code-rewrite-debate-heats-up-with-first-vote-less-than-3-weeks-away


12/12/2019 Affordable housing bond funding helps seniors 'age in place' through home repair program | Community Impact Newspaper

https://communityimpact.com/austin/central-austin/housing-real-estate/2019/12/10/affordable-housing-bond-funding-helps-seniors-039age-in-place039-through-home-repair-program/ 13/16

Now in City Council's hands, land code rewrite debate heats up with first vote less than 3 weeks away
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